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hat jur ors s.;;;: ould

~Y ven if Judges and Junes are approprlately wary of psychratnc testi-

—{ mony in criminal cases, sometlmes it can be cntlcally important to
4 jurors full understandmg of the case before them.

That certamly is true in the case of Franklin “Jack” Burr, a 60-year-old
East Brunswick piano teacher convicted of molestmg a 9-year- old girl. Burr

~ . has Asperger syndrome, a fact the jury that convicted him was never told.

The state Supreme Court on Wednesday sard the Jury should have been in-
formed
The court got it right, and the retnal it ordered should be much fairer,
K Psychlatnc testimony might have been crucial to a better understanding
~ of Burr’s behavior. Unfortunately, the trial Judge Superlor Court Judge
- Phillip Paley, refused to allow it. (R
Asperger syndrome adisorder onthe autlsm spectrum is cha1 acterized

' by inappropriate social interactions, among other behaviors, Knowing that

_might-have cast Burr’s behavior in a different light for the jury; the Supreme
. Court noted. '

Burr was: accused of touchmg a student mtlmately over her clothes on
-‘many occasions. The child also testified that he would pull her onto his lap.
~The prosecutlon theory at the trial'was that, Burr had the: g1r1 s1t on his
lapto “groom” or prepare her for sexual assault. The defense argued that

- jury hear expert testlmony about Asperger syndrom

drome is entitled to a free pass Whe
< Ajury rmght stﬂl ﬁnd Burr guﬂty,
- hght onthe facts. ’

- Psychiatrie testimony could hav
. Burr’s behavior, It might also have
trial, the court noted. Perhaps most important;
: er who did not testify on his own ehalf to t
.. While psychiatric testimony can
- side trip, in thls caseit’sa WorthWth
~engagedina search for the truth — betts
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